
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 28 August 2003] 

 p10673b-10673b 
Mr Tony McRae 

 [1] 

BAXTER DETENTION CENTRE, LETTER FROM INMATES 
Statement by Member for Riverton 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton) [12.57 pm]:  I will read a letter from inmates of the Baxter detention centre in 
South Australia, dated 22 August - 

Dear Prime Minister and all Australian People, 

This letter is from all us poor Iranians here at Baxter, which is our prison.  I have told this letter to my 
friend on the telephone because now we have no time.  It is Friday night and we are all very frightened 
because they tell us that tomorrow we will be deported by force to our country.  

So tonight we cannot sleep.  We pray that something will save us and we try to help each other.  We are 
real human beings and fathers and sons and husbands.  We did not leave our country and our family for 
getting rich or big adventure.  We must leave because our government is a dictatorship that tortures and 
kills its own people like it was in Iraq and we see on television how they open the graves of the poor 
tortured people.  All the governments and the United Nations know that the Iranian government has no 
respect for human rights.  

.  .  .   

In our country, we tried to have democracy and freedom but we have been put in prison for it.  Then we 
came here because Australia is a democratic country, but they put us in prison, too.  How can we show 
you that we are not bad people? 

Sometimes, some of us have been too stressed and sometimes we broke something in detention.  We are 
sorry for that.  We are not violent people; only sometimes we cannot endure this prison hell here any 
more.  

Now nobody is coming to Australia anymore and your government has fulfilled its wish.  But we have 
suffered for almost 3 years for this policy and we have suffered enough.  If it would be possible for us 
to go home, we would have gone a long time ago even before your government offered us money to go 
away.  But we cannot.  If you will not let us stay here, please send us to some other country.  A poor 
country or any country.  We will go anywhere but we cannot go back to Iran.  

The letter is signed by 88 Iranians held at the Baxter facility.  
 


